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VOLUNTEER REQUEST: 
LUNCH SERVING AND 
SCHOOL VACUUMING
     St. Mary’s Grade School is seeking 
parent volunteers to help serve lunch 
from 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and to 
help vacuum from 3:15 - 5:00 p.m. 
Parents who are available during those 
hours could commit to volunteer as 
seldom or as often as possible. Work 
study arrangements are available.
     Please contact the school office if 
you would be willing to serve the 
school by vacuuming or serving lunch!

MORNING SUPERVISION, 
BREAKFAST BEGIN AT 
7:30 A.M. IN THE GYM
     Again this year, St. Mary’s Grade 
School will offer morning supervision 
and $1.00 breakfast beginning at 7:30 
a.m. Monday through Friday.
    Each morning of the school week 
custodian Dean Pfleger will open both 
the Thayer and 8th Street doors for 
students to enter (see map on page 2). 
Upon entering the school, students 
should proceed directly to the gym. At 
7:45 a.m., weather permitting, students 
in grades K-6 will be led to the 
playground for outside supervision until 
classes begin at 8:15 a.m. Students in 
PreK-4 will remain supervised in the 
gym until their classrooms open at 8:00 
a.m. All PreK-3 and other PreK-4 
students should be escorted by parents 
to  their classroom between 8:00 - 8:15 
a.m.

LET THE GAMES BEGIN
BACK TO SCHOOL : 2014 - 2015 EDITION

ST. MARY’S GRADE SCHOOL STARTS THE 
2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR WITH RENEWED VIGOR, 
EXCITING CHANGES, STRONG SPIRIT

St.  Mar y’s Ser vant

BISMARCK, ND - With the start of  the 
2014-2015 school year finally here, the St. 
Mary’s Grade School grounds are fresh 
from a thorough summer cleaning, and 
the teachers and staff  are excited for the 
new year to begin.
     And not just the inside of  the school has 
seen work. In early August, teachers, 
parents, and students met at the St. Mary’s 
playground to paint field and game lines in 
coordination with Peaceful Playgrounds 
recess programming.  It was a beautiful day 
of  painting…mostly. After a nice morning 
of  painting, a small but heavy rainstorm 
moved through downtown Bismarck, 
causing some of  the paint to run. 
Thankfully, one of  the parents, Angela 
Plante, moved quickly to contact her 
husband LeeRon, who owns a presser 
washer! 
     Shortly after the rain,  LeeRon arrived 
to help mitigate the painting disaster. 
Thankfully, nearly all of  the line painting 
was unaffected by the rain. A few days 
later, 2nd Grade Teacher Mrs. Valerie 
Kuntz and Phy.Ed./Health Teacher Mr. 
Shanon Copas volunteered more time to 
ensure the project’s completion. 

     With the painting complete, the school 
invited veteran teacher and school 
grandparent Judy Thompson from the ND 
Health Department to visit with teachers 
about the parameters of  Peaceful 
Playgrounds as part of  the Faculty In-
Service on Tuesday, August 19th. During 
her presentation, Thompson spoke about 
the importance of  children learning how to 
solve their own problems. 
     According to Principal Fladeland, it’s a 
better for a number of  reasons. “It 
encourages the students to solve their own 
problems, it’s safer, and it’s a better use of  
our limited space,” said Mr. Fladeland.
     Among the different items painted on 
the playground are four-square, hopscotch, 
soccer/football field, basketball lanes, 
kickball diamond, and several others.  
     Many thanks to all of  the teachers, 
students and parents who helped to paint 
lines, to Mrs. Kuntz and Mr. Copas for 
leading the program, and to LeeRon 
Plante for his equipment and service. All 
are appreciated! 
    

St. Mary’s students helping teachers and parents paint designs on the playground in early August
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1. Thayer (Front) Door 
     - 1st – 6th  grade students with last names A - F
2. Playground Door 
     - PreK-4 Full Day and K students and older siblings*
3. Broadway (Church) Door 
     - 1st – 6th grade students with last names  R – Z
4. 8th Street (Gym) Door
     - PreK-3 and PreK-4 Half  Day (11:00  dismissal)  
     - 1st – 6th grade students with last names  G – Q
*  The playground gates will open daily at 2:45 p.m. to allow
    for vehicle parking.

A F T E R  S C H O O L 
STUDENT PICK-UP 

SCHEDULE

courtesy of  Google Earth

PASTRIES FOR PARENTS EVENT 
SET FOR EARLY SEPTEMBER 
     One of  the first family events of  this year is Pastries for 
Parents, which will be held on September 5th from 7:30 - 8:15 
a.m. in the St. Mary’s Grade School Gymnasium. This fun and 
simple event gives students and parents the chance to mingle 
with other families and to taste undoubtedly the best caramel 
rolls on planet Earth. 
     As many readers will attest, if  you’re only going to eat a few 
carmel rolls per year, this better be one of  those carmel rolls. 
Cook Sharon Mertz was unavailable for comment on the recipe, 
and calls from the St. Mary’s Servant to her office were not 
returned.
     This is a great event - short and sweet - at the beginning of  
the year. Special thanks to the PTO, teachers, and kitchen staff  
for all of  their work on this event.
     Juice, coffee, and nut-free muffins will also be served on the 
morning of  Friday, August 30th, and the playground will be 
open for parking. So come one, come all, to the Pastries for 
Parents at St. Mary’s Grade School.

   Each door of  departure will be monitored by a 
staff  member beginning at 3:00 p.m. At 3:15 
p.m., if  students have not already been picked 
up they will be directed to a designated 
classroom to await their ride. After 3:15  p.m. 
parents will be required to check in at the 
designated classroom to pick up their children. A 
calendar outside the school office will list the 
schedule of  after-school classroom duty. Please 
make every effort to pick up students in a timely 
fashion.
     If  possible, please refrain from parking for an 
extended period of  time in front of  the entrances before 
and after school. Also, in the interest of  student safety, 
please remember to pull-over to the side of  the street 
when picking up or dropping off  students. 

     When parking in the playgound area, park according 
to the diagram listed here. Remember to never park 
adjacent to the school building or in front of  the 
playground gates. If  

DOORS FOR PICK-UP

courtesy of  Google Earth

SCHOOL DAY HOURS

Pre K-3 (M,W, F)	 8:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.    
Pre K-4 Half  Day 	 8:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.    
Pre K-4 Full Day 	 8:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.      
Grades K – 6  8:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.     

  For the 2013-2014 school year, Students in Kindergarten 
through 6th Grade may arrive as early as 7:30 a.m. and 
they will be supervised in the gymnasium or on the 
playground. 
     PreK-3 and PreK-4 students should be escorted by a 
parent into the classroom between 8:00 and 8:15 a.m. 
Please contact the school office if you are interested in more 
flexibility with these restrictions, and we will do our best to 
accommodate.
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OFFICE NEWS
SYCAMORE ONLINE

St. Mary’s Grade School, along with 
Cathedral and Saint Anne Schools, 
use the online school management 
program Sycamore to better 
connect families to the events 
occurring in the school.
With Sycamore online access, 
parents and students can check the 
school calendar, find contact 
information, check hot lunch 
balances, and stay updated on 
student assignments and grades.
Sycamore access information can be 
found on the last page of your 
Parent Student Handbook. Please 
contact the school office if you have 
any questions or concerns.

TUITION MANAGEMENT 
WITH FACTS

For this 2014-2015 school year, all 
families are again required to enroll 
in the FACTS tuition management 
system unless other arrangements 
have been made with the Light of 
Chr i s t Ca tho l i c Schoo l s o f 
Excellence office. 

The FACTS system is used by 
hundreds of schools across the 
United States as a safe, secure, and 
reliable means for families to 
manage their tuition accounts. 

For this school year, we would ask 
that all families enroll in FACTS to 
pay tuition. It is an essential method 
by which our Catholic schools can 
begin to operate in a more fiscally 
responsible manner.

Please contact Mike Weisbeck at 
the Light of Christ office for more 
information on FACTS enrollment.

2014-2015 
HOT LUNCH RATES

Breakfast $1.00

K-6 Lunch $2.75

Parent Lunch $4.00

Sibling Lunch $2.00

     Again this year, St. Mary’s Grade School faculty will be supported by an exceptionally 
dedicated team of  instructional aides, some of  whom are licensed teaching professionals. 
Aside from their essential work with students in individual and group instruction, our 
instructional aides provide valuable service to the school in supervision of  recess and lunch, 
morning supervision, and classroom and lesson preparation work. 
     We welcome 100% of  our instructional aides back to school this year., and we thank all 
of  them for their selfless dedication to our students. Below are the initial classroom 
assignments for this 2013-2014 school year. As the weeks and months progress, some of  
these assignments may change.

INSTRUCTIONAL AIDE STAFF INTEGRAL 
TO SCHOOL AND STUDENT SUCCESS

Instructional Aide/Teacher	 Grade Level Assignment
Mrs. Jessi Stavn 	 	 	 PreK-3
Mrs. Cressy Aberle	 	 	 PreK-4 Half  Day
Mrs. Dia Rutter	 	 	 PreK-4 Full Day
Mrs. Sue Grenz	 	 	 Kindergarten (Mrs. Bihrle)
Mrs. Lisa Koch	 	 	 Kindergarten
Mrs. Amanda Schaefbauer	 	 Kindergarten (Mrs. Ritter)
Mrs. Valerie Easton		 	 1st and 2nd Grade

SUMMER WORK: ST. MARY’S GRADE SCHOOL 
STAFF WORK NON-STOP OVER THE SUMMER IN 
PREPARATION FOR 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR
As the end of  May approached this past 
school year, and as teachers and families 
started summer vacation plans, the St. 
Mary’s Grade School custodians Dean 
Pfleger, John Schiermeister and Ernie 
Vollan, with the help of  5th grade teacher 
Mike Ulmen, began work on multiple 
projects throughout the school. From 
moving whiteboards and SMARTBoards 
to reconfiguring the iPad lab, from Boiler 
Room overhaul to Custodial Office 
cleaning, a number of  projects were 
completed over the summer.
     Perhaps the biggest change was the 
transformation of  the Rectory Dwelling 
Place (lower level) to accommodate our 
PreK-4 Half  Day class. New smaller 

tables were purchased, walls were painted, 
carpet was replaced, and a SMARTBoard 
was reinstalled to provide a much 
improved setting.
     “We’re becoming more and more 
familiar with how to be creative with 
space,” described Principal Fladeland. “In 
just a few years, the Dwelling Place has 
been transformed from a storage space to 
a beautiful classroom, and all by 
intention. We’ll continue to hold sections 
of  Library in the afternoons, and the 
PreK-4 Half  Day class will take the 
morning.”
     We extend our sincere thanks to Dean, 
John, Ernie, and Mike for their consistent, 
quality efforts throughout the summer!

A very recent photo of  the Dwelling Place, which will be the location for PreK-4 Half  Day and Library
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     The transition from previous content standards to 
Common Core State Standards has been taking place 
gradually over the past two to three years. Catholic school 
teachers and administrators have been regularly engaged in 
professional development relating to the new standards, 
analyzing how the new standards compare to the old, and 
gradually implementing the appropriate new instruction.
!!!!!Parents may be surprised to hear that their children have 
already been learning the new standards because they 
haven’t noticed a drastic change in materials, homework 
load, or assessment scores. This is a testament to the benign 
nature of the content standards themselves. Overall, parents 
and students will see little change in programming as the 
new standards are fully implemented. In general, parents 
may see more advanced work in mathematics and language 
arts, particularly at the younger levels of instruction. 
Students will notice even less difference because each new 
year they are already exposed to new and more complex 
academic concepts. 
!!!!!One educational practice that will continue to evolve is 
the way our teachers assess academic progress. We are all 

familiar with the basic, low level assessments such as 
multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank testing. Moving 
forward, students will see less of those traditional testing 
models. Instead, students will be asked to solve more multi-
step problems in mathematics and will be asked to provide 
more detailed evidence in language arts assessment. In the 
classroom, teachers will continue to challenge students to 
engage in more critical thinking and will urge students to 
communicate the reasoning behind their solutions – a 
balanced focus on both process and product. 
!!!!!Today, our Catholic schools remain firm in our 
commitment to Catholic values, and in our protection of 
educational and religious freedom. Our Catholic school 
administrators and teachers have extensive knowledge of the 
new content standards, and have deliberately approved their 
implementation. Indeed, they approve of their own children 
being taught according to the new standards! This approval is 
not blind or haphazard in nature, and comes not after 
viewing a television segment or reading an opinion article, 
but instead comes after a thorough analysis of the standards 
themselves. 

ADOPTION OF NEW EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS: 
A LESS VOCAL PERSPECTIVE ON COMMON CORE

     Educational scholarship regularly analyzes current and 
historical educational practices and outcomes though research 
and evaluation. In its infancy, the system of  American 
education was rigid and rote-based. Instructional lessons were 
primarily focused on lecture, whereby the teacher’s role was to 
present information and the student’s role was to absorb. This 
singular, one-size-fits-all method was largely accepted as the 
model of  education into the late 20th century. 
     In the late 20th century, the scholarship of  Benjamin 
Bloom, Howard Gardner and many others began to steadily 
transform our views of  the educational process. Bloom 
chaired a committee of  educators who constructed what is 
now famously known as Bloom’s Taxonomy, a hierarchy of  
thinking from the basic levels of  knowledge and 
understanding to the more advanced levels of  evaluation and 
synthesis. Harvard professor Howard Gardner, in a landmark 
1983 book, Frames of  Mind: The Theory of  Multiple 
Intelligences, described seven different types of  intelligence 
that a person possesses. Gardner and others advocated, and 
continue to advocate, the value of  instruction that 
accommodates all types of  intelligence.  
     As the field of  education advances, it is valuable to frame 
our discussion of  standards-based education along side the 

recent trends in instructional theory and research-based 
practice. 
     Recently, as many states adopt the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) as their state standards, debate has been 
renewed regarding the control of  educational regulation. 
Regardless, there is a large consensus among educators that the 
new standards are more rigorous than our previous North 
Dakota state standards. The new standards challenge students to 
engage in higher level thinking and to explore learning and 
intelligence from more diverse perspectives. 
     As ever advancing technology becomes more accessible 
around the globe, the truism of  a shrinking planet rings loud 
and clear. In our Catholic schools, our teachers are tasked with 
instilling within our students the necessary knowledge and skills 
to prepare them for this new global society. Furthermore, our 
teachers are helping to form students’ consciences, providing 
guidance for their faith, and encouraging and leading them 
towards reaching their fullest potential as human beings. 
     The Common Core State Standards are a work in 
progress, as is certainly their implementation. Our Catholic 
schools will use the standards in coordination with the wealth 
of  existing teacher expertise to accomplish our educational 
goals. 

RIGOR OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION: MOVING BEYOND ROTE LEARNING
ON THE COMMON CORE DEBATE
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FACULTY UPDATE

Mrs. Caroline Moser	    PreK-3

Miss Cassandra Becker	    PreK-4 Full Day

Mrs. Becky Echelbarger	   PreK-4 Half  Day

Mrs. Liz Bihrle	 	    Kindergarten

Mrs. Kim Ritter	    Kindergarten

Mrs. Cindy Fischer	    1st Grade  

Mrs. Camie Zenker	    1st Grade

Mrs. Penny Goebel	    2nd Grade

Mrs. Valerie Kuntz	    2nd Grade

Miss Amber Birrenkott	    3rd Grade

Mrs. Lana Hanson	    3rd Grade 

Ms. Julie Tello 	 	    4th Grade	

Mr. Michael Ulmen	    5th Grade

Mrs. Roni Gilchrist	    6th Grade	

Mr. Shannon Copas	    Health / Physical Education 

Mrs. Jessi Stavn		    Music

Ms. Sarah Voigt		    Library / Foreign Language

Mr. Neil Tafelmeyer	    Band

2014-2015 St. Mary’s Grade School Faculty

MRS. HANSON AND MRS. ECHELBARGER JOIN EXCEPTIONAL, 
QUALIFIED, AND DEDICATED TEACHING STAFF AT ST. MARY’S

New faculty members Mrs.Becky Echelbarger and Mrs. Lana Hanson

Mrs. Becky Echelbarger
     Mrs. Becky Echelbarger is very excited to teach PreK-4 at St. 
Mary’s Grade School.  While taking a tour of  the school during a 
preschool search for her daughter, Becky felt called to return to 
teaching. Although she has enjoyed the past 3 years as a stay-at-home 
mom, spending time with Audrey (3) and James (1), a big part of  her 
missed the classroom.  After some prayerful consideration, Becky 
decided to trust in God’s providence and apply for the open PreK 
position. 
     Becky graduated in 2006 from St. Norbert College in De Pere, 
WI with a major in elementary education and a minor in early 
childhood.  She then began her career at a Catholic school, teaching 
second grade.  In 2008, Becky married the love of  her life, David, 
and followed him to Waco, TX, where he would earn a PhD in 
philosophy from Baylor University. While in Texas, Becky taught 
third grade for three years, two of  which were at an International 
Baccalaureate School.  This summer, the Echelbarger family moved to 
Bismarck, after David accepted a position as an assistant professor at 
the University of  Mary.  They are all eager to get to know the 
community at St. Mary’s.

Mrs. Lana Hanson
     I am so excited to be teaching at St. Mary’s Grade School.  The 
teachers and staff  are by far the most supportive, dynamic and 
innovative throughout the Bismarck/Mandan area.  My family and 
I also find St. Mary’s Church to have such a warm and welcoming 
environment.
     I graduated from St. Mary’s Central High School in 1985 and 
then went on to receive a social science teaching degree from North 
Dakota State, as well as an elementary teaching degree from 
Moorhead State.  I taught 6th and 7th grade for several years in a 
rural community in North Dakota.  I then moved back to Bismarck 
and eventually bought a bridal store.  
     After 16 years of  owning my own business I had the opportunity 
to sell my store.  Since that time I have worked within the Bismarck 
Public Schools and St. Mary’s Grade School as an instructional aide 
and a Camp Ed-venture instructor. This past year, I was at St. 
Mary’s as a long-term substitute in a 1st grade classroom, and then 
assisted the 3rd grade teacher as an instructional aide.  I am 
currently working on my Masters in Education with a reading 
emphasis. 
     I am married to Shane Hanson, who is an attorney and partner 
in a local law firm.  We have two children, Christian is a freshman 
at SMCHS, and Catherine is a 4th grader at St. Mary’s.
     I am looking forward, with great joy, to this new adventure that 
God has given me.

Instructional Aides

2014-2015 St. Mary’s Grade School Staff

Cressy Aberle
Dia Rutter
Sue Grenz

Lisa Koch
Amanda Schaefbauer
Valerie Easton

Office Staff

Custodial Staff

Claudia Nagel Katherine Engelstad

Kitchen Staff
Dean Pfleger John Schiermeister

Sharon Mertz
Bernadette Dosch

Amanda Schaefbauer
Martha Kuntz

Principal
Tony Fladeland
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AUGUST/
SEPTEMBER
CALENDAR

AUGUST 25
School Open House
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

AUGUST 26
First Full Day of Classes

8:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
AUGUST 29

All School Mass
9:00 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 1
Labor Day

NO SCHOOL
SEPTEMBER 3

PTO Meeting
7:00 p.m.

South Multi-Purpose Room
SEPTEMBER 4

6th Grade Band Meeting
SMCHS Band Room

7:00 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 5

Pastries for Parents
School Gymnasium

7:30 - 8:15 a.m.
SEPTEMBER 5
All School Mass

9:00 a.m.
SEPTEMBER 12
All School Mass

9:00 a.m.
SEPTEMBER 19
All School Mass

9:00 a.m.
SEPTEMBER 20-21

PTO Fall Rummage Sale
School Gymansium
SEPTEMBER 23

1st Quarter Midterm

     Beginning this past year, the school began 
providing all 5th and 6th grade students with 
t-shirts for Phy.Ed. class. Now, in addition to 
the already available light fleece jackets, the 
school will make available the cotton t-shirts 
with school logo for order. The fleeces, 
which are approved for indoor use – sorry 
to mention the cold – are available in navy 
and royal blue, and the t-shirts will be 
available in heather gray, white, and royal 
blue. 
     Look for the order form in the next few 
weeks, possibly in the depths of  a backpack!

T-SHIRTS, FLEECES 
WITH SCHOOL 
LOGO AVAILABLE 
SOON FOR ORDER

VOLUNTEER DRIVER INFORMATION REQUIRED

FAMILY FUN NIGHT DATE CHANGE: SCHOOL 
COPY EDITORS MISS DOUBLE DATE
     In the wee hours of  some night in late 
August, St. Mary’s Grade School’s team of 
copy editors worked vigorously to proof  
the Parent and Student Handbook before 
it was sent to Flash Printing for 
production. Amidst the trimming of  the 
lamp wicks and the refilling of  the oil, the 
team missed a small error in the monthly 
calendar found in the back of  the 
handbook. 
     The correct date for Family Fun Night 
this year is Saturday, November 22nd. On 

the calendar, the event is listed in two 
places, November 22nd and January 17th. 
Feel free to grab a Sharpie and cross out 
the January 17th date in your handbook. 
The correct date for the Family Fun 
Night is Saturday, November 22nd.
     In the likely event that you notice 
another double-up or error in a school 
publication, you are welcome to contact 
the school office, and we will make the 
appropriate correction. Thank you!

     Beginning this school year, the Diocese of  Bismarck is now requiring all Catholic 
schools within the Diocese to enforce a new policy regarding parent drivers for school 
events. Parent drivers will now be asked to complete a number of  forms before they will be 
able to drive for school field trips. Here’s the list:

• Volunteer Driver Form
• Copies of  Driver’s License and Vehicle Registration
• Diocese of  Bismarck Code of  Conduct
• Child Abuse and Neglect Background Inquiry

     We understand that this may seem like an inordinate amount of  paperwork necessary 
to simply drive for a field trip, but we also understand that these regulations have been 
implemented for the safety of  all of  our students. If  you would be interested in driving for 
field trips at any time during the year, please submit the appropriate documentation at 
your earliest convenience. The forms are available on our website and in the school office. 
Thank you for your understanding.

FOR SALE
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