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CATHERDRAL SCHOOL 

PEP MEETING MINUTES 

September 3, 2014 

5:30 pm – Cathedral Library 

 

ATTENDEES:  Joni Brekken, Shelly Candreva, Nancy Hopfauf, Michelle Hoskin, Kleo McLeod, Donna Poling, 

Kay Power, Kelsy Power, Kathy Rau, Christina Rud, Becky Serri, Jenn Sletteland, Matt Strinden, and Jim Wahl. 

 

 

PEP POSITIONS FOR 2014-2015: 

 President – Shelly Candreva 

 Vice President – Donna Poling 

 Secretary/Treasurer – Jenn Sletteland 

 Members at Large – Joni Brekken, Michelle Haas, Christina Rud, Becky Serri, and Jim Wahl 

 Cathedral School Representatives – Kleo McLeod, Kay Power, and Matt Strinden 

 

BYLAWS:  Bylaws were updated last year.  Shelly has copies if anyone needs. 

 

PAST EVENTS: 

- Spring Survey Results –  May 2014 (Jim Wahl - coordinator)  Jim had emailed all members the results from 

the PEP online survey done in May 2014.  The survey included questions about the Fall Raffle, Family Fun 

Night, Classic Books, and Race for Education. We had 38 respondents.  Several people have since said that 

they don't recall receiving the email with the link to participate.  Noted to repeat the survey later this school 

year.  Discussion ensued about the results and comments received on the survey.  Suggestions to 

incorporate a mandatory parent involvement program, similar to other schools, were noted and discussed.  

Matt will check with other schools. 

 

- Race for Education –   PEP will revisit the idea of online donating sometime around January 2015.  Becky 

shared information about a school in Illinois that offers a very simple online option to potential donors. 

 

- Kinderarten/Pre-school Open House –  Tuesday, August 19, 2014 (Shelly Candreva – coordinator) The 

event started with a picnic on the front lawn, followed by orientation for parents in the cafeteria with child 

care provided in the adjacent room, and finished up with a tour of the classrooms and meet the teachers.  

There was a great turnout but the event did run long.  Noted to revisit in the spring to discuss other ideas for 

a back to school event. 

 

- Opening Day of School – Monday, August 25, 2014 (Shelly Candreva – coordinator)  Lunch for faculty and 

staff was from Bread Poets.  Teachers and staff were delighted. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

- Raffle  –  (Teryl Armstrong & Jenn Sletteland - co-chairs)  The Request for Approval for Fund Raising has 

been sent to the Bishop and a permit application for charity fund raising has been submitted to the City of 

Bismarck.  The ticket printing process is in motion but will not be finalized without both the Bishop's 

approval and the permit #.  The ticket prizes will be the same cash prizes as last year ($500 grand prize, 2 

$250 prizes, 5 $100 prizes, 10 $50 prizes, 10 $25 prizes) totaling $2,250.  Kay suggested gift cards through 

SCRIP for prizes next year to support the school. 

 

- Tailgating event –  After discussion about this years time constraints in planning and preparing a tailgating 

event, Shelly motioned to skip the event this year, Donna seconded, motion passed.     

 

FINANCES:   

- Account Activity –  Jenn shared the PEP Financial 09/03/2014 report with members.  The balance as of 

05/12/2014 was $69,667.11.  Revenues total $4,359.21, expenses total $3,223.89, bringing the balance to 

$70,802.43.  
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- In Process – Expenses and deposits that are in the process at LOCCSE total $1,074.73, which will bring the 

balance to $69,727.70. 

 

- Approved Future Expenses – playground improvements $22,000; language enrichment $3,000; artist in 

residency $2,000; items awaiting invoice from previous approvals/wish lists (see financial sheet) 

$26,207.00.  These expenses total $53,207.00, which would leave the PEP account balance at $16,520.70. 

 

- Commitments for 2014-2015 – (see financial sheet “reference info” section) 

 

- Request for Approval – Matt Strinden submitted a request for an additional allocation of $1500 to help 

cover the cost of the addition of a second Pre-K classroom. This includes the cost of a computer for Mrs. 

Stevens ($600) and funds to bring the second classroom up to the standards of the initial room in terms of 

classroom materials, etc ($900). Shelly motioned, Joni seconded, motion approved. 

 

- Request for Approval – Matt Strinden submitted a request for Andy, our custodian.  Andy has asked for an 

allocation of $650 to add a cabinet and counter top in the staff resource room to replace the table that the 

coffee pot currently sits on. This would help protect the new carpet from stains/spills.  Kleo motioned to 

skip at this time, Donna seconded, motion approved. 

 

- Request for Approval – Matt Strinden submitted a request to pilot a 1 to 1 initiative with Google 

Chromebooks with the 6th grade students. This purchase would allow the 6th grade class to have continuous 

access to the online resources provided with their textbooks, the ability to collaborate with one another on 

projects outside of the classroom, and alleviate congestion with the computer lab and HP computer cart on 

the upper floor. This project will allow the 6th grade staff to introduce their students to Google apps for 

education as well. The cost to purchase 35 HP Chromebooks with the teacher management software 

included will be roughly $11,000. Nancy Hopfauf, Kay Power, and Kelsy Power were present and agreed 

that the Chromebooks would benefit the students and staff.  Shelly motioned, Donna seconded, motion 

approved. 

 

- Request for Approval – Kathy Rau shared her interest in asking PEP for $1,000 to reimburse Marilyn Keller 

for all that she has taken upon herself to order and provide for the Pre-K 3 year old's classroom. Kathy 

estimates that Marilyn has spent around $2,000 out of her own pocket for the classroom. Discussed offering 

Marilyn the option to submit receipts of items she does not plan to take with her when she retires.  Any 

items that PEP would reimburse her for would need to labeled to avoid confusion later.  No motion was 

made.  The request is tabled at this time.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 PEP Shirts – Michelle Hoskin was the only one in need of a shirt.  Joni noted that we have several in the 

PEP closet. 

 

 Cathedral Apparel Fund Raiser  – (Matt, Michelle, Kelsy & Kleo – coordinators)  Michelle suggested 

selling school spirit window clings and the like.  Matt shared his experience in fund raising with school 

spirit apparel.  Kelsy offered to help with clothing options.    

 

 Playground Improvements – Discussed concerns regarding the earmarked funds from last years fall raffle 

fund raiser that haven't been put to use yet as we are approaching this years fall raffle.  Matt is working on 

options to move forward. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes from the May 13, 2014 PEP meeting were emailed to executive board 

members on May 13, 2014 for review.  No changes or additions were found.  Joni motioned, Christina seconded, 

motion approved. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, October 1, 2014 at 5:30PM in the Cathedral Library. 

Submitted by:  Jenn Sletteland, PEP Secretary/Treasurer 


